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Doing Justice GodDoing Justice God’’s Way:s Way:

Restoring a Biblical ViewRestoring a Biblical View



What is Justice?What is Justice?

 Administration of LawAdministration of Law

 Assigning merited rewards or punishmentsAssigning merited rewards or punishments

 FairnessFairness = conforming to the allowed, or = conforming to the allowed, or 
agreed upon rulesagreed upon rules

 RighteousnessRighteousness = qualities that constitute = qualities that constitute 
what is correct, just, proper or what is correct, just, proper or honourablehonourable

(Source: The Merriam(Source: The Merriam--Webster Dictionary, 2004)Webster Dictionary, 2004)



Biblical Concepts of Justice:Biblical Concepts of Justice:

 Hebrew word (Hebrew word (tzedektzedek = right ways) is the same = right ways) is the same 
word used to refer to word used to refer to justicejustice & & righteousness righteousness 
(over 700 citations)(over 700 citations)

 Greek word (Greek word (dikaiosdikaios = right relationships)  = right relationships)  

 Biblical righteousnessBiblical righteousness = = ‘‘being being right, right, doingdoing
right & right & puttingputting right with God and Othersright with God and Others’’

(Source: (Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Righteousnesshttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Righteousnesshttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Righteousnesshttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Righteousness))



Overview of Biblical Justice:Overview of Biblical Justice:

 GodGod’’s justice spans a much larger and longer s justice spans a much larger and longer 
view than ours which is contained to human law view than ours which is contained to human law 
& recorded history& recorded history

 GodGod’’s primary purpose for government is to s primary purpose for government is to 
administer justiceadminister justice –– (Deut. 1:8(Deut. 1:8--19)19)

 Not just government, but also we as ChristNot just government, but also we as Christ’’s s 
followers are mandated to followers are mandated to practice justicepractice justice ––
(Micah 6:8 & Hebrews 11:33)(Micah 6:8 & Hebrews 11:33)



Overview of Biblical Justice:Overview of Biblical Justice:

 God expresses a profound interest in God expresses a profound interest in 

social  and  economic justice:social  and  economic justice:

Protection of Orphans           Concept of Jubilee for Land / Slaves

Security for Widows              No Unjust Scales & Interest (Usury)

Care for Poor /Vulnerable    Against Coveting Other’s property

Advocacy for Oppressed       No changing boundary markers



Biblical Visions of Justice:Biblical Visions of Justice:

 True FastingTrue Fasting ––
(Isaiah 58:6(Isaiah 58:6--12)12)

 The Year of the LordThe Year of the Lord’’s Favors Favor ––
(Isaiah 61:1(Isaiah 61:1--8)8)

 A New Heaven & EarthA New Heaven & Earth ––
(Isaiah 65:17(Isaiah 65:17--25)25)



5 Principles of Biblical Justice:5 Principles of Biblical Justice:

1.) The Principle of 1.) The Principle of ‘‘blood crying from blood crying from 
the groundthe ground’’ (Gen.4:10 ; Num.35:33)(Gen.4:10 ; Num.35:33)

2.) The Principle of 2.) The Principle of ‘‘reaping and sowingreaping and sowing’’
(Gal.6:7(Gal.6:7--9 ; Prov. 22:8)9 ; Prov. 22:8)

3.) The Principle of 3.) The Principle of ‘‘giving accountgiving account’’
(Rom.14:12 ; Matt.12:36 ; 1 Pet.4:5)(Rom.14:12 ; Matt.12:36 ; 1 Pet.4:5)



5 Principles of Biblical Justice:5 Principles of Biblical Justice:

4.) The Principle of 4.) The Principle of ‘‘Vengeance is the Vengeance is the 
LordLord’’ss’’ (Deut.32:35 ; Rom.12:19)(Deut.32:35 ; Rom.12:19)

5.) The Principle of 5.) The Principle of ‘‘Overcoming Evil with Overcoming Evil with 
GoodGood’’ (Rom.12:21 ; Jas.2;13 ; Luke 6:36)(Rom.12:21 ; Jas.2;13 ; Luke 6:36)



Overcoming Evil with Good?Overcoming Evil with Good?

How? Through an How? Through an ‘‘EnemyEnemy--EthicEthic’’

 JesusJesus’’ ‘‘EnemyEnemy--EthicEthic’’
(Matthew 5:38(Matthew 5:38--42 & Luke 6:2742 & Luke 6:27--36)36)

 PaulPaul’’s s ‘‘EnemyEnemy--EthicEthic’’
(Romans 12:14(Romans 12:14--36)36)



Understanding an Understanding an ‘‘Enemy EthicEnemy Ethic’’::

 ReRe--defining the defining the ‘‘RESISTENCERESISTENCE’’ conceptconcept

(Matthew 5:39(Matthew 5:39--41)41)

 ReRe--establishing the establishing the ‘‘POWERPOWER’’ quotientquotient

(John 10:18)(John 10:18)

 ReRe--framing the framing the ‘‘FEARFEAR’’ factorfactor

(Matthew 10:26(Matthew 10:26--28 ; 1 John 4:18)28 ; 1 John 4:18)




